
Handball hits new heights in Australia
Jemima Harbort, Business Support Of•cer, Portfolio Services , made Australia proud compet-
ing in the 2009 World Women’s Handball Championships late last year.

Held in Jiangsu Province in China, Jemima and her team competed against some of the world’s 
leading teams. China is the second women’s World Championships organised outside of Europe, 
the •rst being South Korea in 1990.

“We went to Korea for the lead up to this tournament where we played a friendly game against Brazil, 
Korea and Angola. Then we moved onto China where the best 24 teams had quali•ed.

“We played the eventual winners, Russia, in the main group stage where our team put up a good 
•ght,” Jemima said.

Without any •nancial sponsor, the team had to pay th eir own way for training and travel. This 
highly physical and demanding team sport is fast and exciting to watch, as Jemima shocked 
spectators with fantastic saves.

“As goalkeeper in the 2nd half (30 minutes) I frustrated the Russian coach with my saves.  Most 
players play professionally and being able to hold my own as an amateur goalkeeper for Australia 
was great.

“In comparison to other countries we are a relatively new sport in Australia and have to compete for 
players with other established sports.  In many European countries Handball is their national sport 
and their best players play professionally,” Jemima said

Jemima was exposed to handball at the age of •ve, wit h her brothers and mum representing 
Queensland. Jemima then took the sport seriously at the age of 16 and was included to play for the Australian squad at the end of 2008, then 
selected for the Australian team in 2009. 

“I have played 14 International games including the World Championships in 2009,” Jemima said.

“In the future I hope handball is recognised in Australia and people will be able to see me in two years time at the 2011 World Women’s Hand-
ball Championships in Brazil.

What is Handball?  

The best way to describe Handball is water polo on land. Handball is the 

second fastest team sport in the world after Ice Hockey. Handball is a team 

sport that consists of seven players per team (on court). This is made up of 

6 court players and 1 goalkeeper. The court is similar to that of an indoor 

soccer court and players are not allowed to enter the goalkeepers 6m semi-circle. They must 

shoot outside of this. The aim of the game is to score as many points as possible. 
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The BSD newsletter has a new name!
@ BSD will share our latest news and achievements quarterly 

Thank you to those people who contributed to the BSD 
newsletter naming competition. To collect your prize please see 

Jill Baltzer Ground Floor SHOC
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